Art Appreciation – Georgia O’Keeffe’s Flower Power

April/May Session Outline

I.  INTRODUCTION (2-5 minutes)

Art Appreciation Lesson #3

Recall Previous Lessons on Matisse and Bearden

Recall Discussions on Color 

II.  A SHORT DISCUSSION ABOUT LINE (5-10 minutes)
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III.  GEORGIA O’KEEFFE - THE ARTIST AND HER WORK  (10-15 minutes)

· Her Life:

· Georgia O’Keeffe was born in Sun Prairie, Wisconsin in 1887.

· When she was 12, her mother signed her up for painting lessons and Georgia decided she wanted to become an artist.  

· Georgia lived in many different places in the U.S. throughout her life.  She moved to Virginia when she was 14.  She was sent to boarding school and studied painting.  

· As her talent was recognized, she was sent to art schools in Chicago and New York.  During the early years of her career she supported herself by teaching art in South Carolina and Texas.   But, her most favorite place of all was New Mexico.  She was fascinated by the desert, its colors and shapes. 

· When she was 27, a friend gave some of O’Keeffe’s drawings to a famous photographer who owned a famous gallery where he put them on exhibit.  

· She lived a long life as an accomplished artist – almost a century.  She died at the age of 98 in Santa Fe, New Mexico.  

· Her Work:

· In her art and her life she was said to have a pioneering spirit and intensely individual style.  She was not interested in following the styles of other painters.  She wanted to paint what was in “her mind” – to express her thoughts and feelings.    

· Her greatest source of inspiration was nature.  She was fascinated by the shapes of flowers, the shapes of bones and skulls, the geometric shape of adobe churches, desert landscapes, and the shapes of hills and cliffs.

· Her best known paintings are large, extreme close-ups of flowers.  She painted them big and colorful and wished that “even busy New Yorkers take time to see what I see in flowers.”  Her earlier flowers were said to be of photo-like realism.  Her work changed through the years with her later flower paintings being more abstract.   To O’Keeffe, the shapes of flowers were beautiful designs with which she could explore and experiment.  

· Although her art has been described as “Abstract Expressionism” most agree that she belonged to no school or shared style – she was an individualist.   The simplified and magnified views have compelled millions of people around the world to look at flowers in a new way.

· Georgia O’Keeffe made a mark on American art and culture.  She was a successful artist at a time when there were very few women recognized in the art world. 

Discussion Points

Colors

Lines

Shapes

Realistic v. Abstract

Similarities/differences to Matisse and Bearden

IV.  PROJECT (20 minutes) – Flower Power
(Materials:  watercolor paper, watercolor paints, and water color pencils)

· Ask the students to examine a flower with a magnifying glass.  While they are examining, finish passing out art supplies while discussing what they see in their glasses.

· Ask the students to paint exactly AND ONLY what they see in their magnifying glass – not the whole flower, but the shapes and colors they see in their glass.  Ask them to fill the whole page with their shapes and colors.  

· After they have finished painting what they see in their magnifying glass, instruct them to shade and highlight lines and shapes with the watercolor pencils.  

· Instruct them to paint the backgrounds with an analogous or contrasting color.

· The students should sign their name on the front of their work.  If there is still time, talk about some of the students’ work with the class and working with watercolors, watercolor pencils, and about watercolor paper.
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