Art Appreciation - Henri Matisse Still Life in a Box
Dec./Jan. Session Outline
I.  INTRODUCTION (2-5 minutes)
II.  A SHORT DISCUSSION ABOUT COLOR (5-10 minutes)
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III.  HENRI MATISSE - THE ARTIST AND HIS WORK  (10-15 minutes)
· His Life:

· Henri Matisse was born in France on December 31, 1869 

· Matisse didn’t want to be a painter when he was young.  He studied and became a lawyer.  

· When he was 21 years old, he became sick and had to spend some time getting better.  To pass the time, he painted his first painting.  

· He found out that he liked to paint so much that he ended his law career and became a full-time artist.  

· He ended up becoming one of the greatest French artists of the 20th century.  

· He enjoyed making art until he died in France when he was 85 years old.  

· His Work:

· During his career, Matisse created all kinds of art.  In addition to painting, Matisse created sculptures, drawings, prints, etchings, stained glass windows, ceramics, furniture, and rugs.  Although he tried many different styles and media (using different materials to create art), he is best known for two types of work:

1. paintings that included simple shapes, multiple patterns, and rich, bold colors.

2. Paper cut outs – shapes that been cut out or paper and painted then glued to large canvas surfaces.

“Still Life: Apples on a Pink Tablecloth”  

· Matisse used mostly intense, bold, bright or light colors.  (Matisse once said that he wished his paintings had the lightness and joyousness of Springtime.”  He wanted to avoid sad/depressing subject matter and instead use color to achieve “balance, purity and, serenity.”)

· Matisse was more interested in shapes themselves rather than realistic detail – notice how many of the objects (and people) appear flat, with little shading or detail.

· Early in his career his career, Matisse was known as the leader of something called “Fauvism” – a type of art that was being created by Matisse and others that focused on using strong colors and used powerful brush strokes (who knows what I mean by powerful brush strokes?)  that often did not resemble objects’ “real” or natural color.   For instance, in a portrait of his wife, he painted a green stripe down the front of her nose because he thought it would balance the color in the painting.  The artists were called “fauves” which means “wild beasts” in French.
· A trip to Morocco was said to inspire him to use intricate patterns – he loved to paint exotic fabrics and ceramics and often painted models wearing elaborately patterned gowns. 

· Matisse strove for simplicity and limited the shapes and colors in his work.
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IV.  PROJECT (20 minutes) – Still Life in a Box
(Materials:  pastel paper, oil pastels, dry pastels - one box each per two students)

· Have each table take a shoebox and empty it in the middle of the table, close the box, choose a “tablecloth” and place it on the box, and have each student place one non-cloth item on or around the tablecloth to create a still life.

· With the dry pastels have the students draw the still life on their table.  

· After they have finished drawing the still life, instruct them to fill-in the background “wall” with the complement to the color of the tablecloth.  (Any color if table chooses a white cloth).  Ask them to be sure to use the whole drawing surface - cover the whole paper with dry pastel.

· Once they are finished with the still life and background, ask the students to design and draw three patterns on their work with the oil pastels – one on the background, one on the tablecloth and one on the bottle.

· The students should sign their name on the front of their work. 

· At the end, collect their work to mount before returning them to the students.  Distribute color wheel hand-outs.

· We have about 20 minutes for the project.  So keep that in mind as you are working – and I will let you now when we are at the halfway mark so you can gauge your speed.

· If there is still time, talk about some of the students’ work with the class and working with pastels.
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